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1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  2 : 1 3  E S V 

AND WE ALSO THANK GOD 

CONSTANTLY FOR THIS, THAT WHEN 

YOU RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, 

WHICH YOU HEARD FROM US, YOU 

ACCEPTED IT NOT AS THE WORD OF 

MEN BUT AS WHAT IT REALLY IS, THE 

WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS AT WORK 

IN YOU BELIEVERS.
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Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; 
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the 
Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he 

will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed” (John 5:19-20).
God continues to move in amazing ways all throughout our regions. We are constantly 
witnessing packed out rooms, record attendances and we are seeing such a hunger 
for truth within this generation of believers.

This next generation has been lied to from so many sources and now after realizing 
they are still empty, many are turning to Jesus. Spiritual awakening is happening on 
campus and we are so excited to be a part of what God is doing.

Don’t be discouraged by what you see from the mainstream media, don’t give up 
hope on the next generation because many of them are standing strong for Jesus 
and leading their friends to Christ. For many students, the very first time they hear the 
Gospel is on campus at a First Priority club. Then, week after week they come back to 
hear more about Jesus! We are on assignment to reach the campus for Christ.

Who would have thought that on nearly 300 public school campuses there are groups 
of believers meeting weekly (before school, during lunch or after school) praying and 
proclaiming the Gospel to their peers. This is truly amazing and it gets even better. 
Each month we see hundreds of students respond to the Gospel message and begin 
a relationship with Jesus. Once they make this decision we give them a Bible and 
connect them to a local church.

I ask that you pray for these young warriors in the faith 
for continued boldness and strength to shine bright 
for Jesus.

God is at work on campus. Will you 
join Him by praying, promoting and 
providing for First Priority so more 
students can hear the Gospel on  
more campuses.

Let’s go!

Chris Lane

LETTER FROM  

CHRIS LANE



4
  

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
3

Illustrating Our Impact 

The Rhyme and Reason of Reaching Generations

From the Field

Game Day 

EPIC CLUBS

Get Involved!

God Stories

Sponsors

Upcoming Events

The Dream Team

TABLE OF 

CONTENTS
05
06
07

8-9
10-15
16-17
18-19

20
21
23



5
  

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
3

COUNTING THE CLUBS, 
CELEBRATING THE WINS

Clubs meeting every week from Miami to the Space Coast

Students who have given their life to Christ

Church connections this school year

244
1,112

113

Clubs meeting every week from 
Broward to the Space Coast

3rd - 5th grade students who are 
enrolled in Game Day clubs

Volunteers from local churches

37
1,555

474
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I’ve claimed this scripture as my own for some time now 
as it reflects both my life mission and ongoing prayer. 
I have participated in student ministry at some level 

for more than 50 years now. As a teenaged ‘Boomer’ in 
the ‘70s I was blessed to be apart of a substantially large 
and healthy student ministry. When I got out of college in 
the early ‘80s my first ministry post was as a youth pastor 
to the emerging ‘Generation X’ also known as ‘Busters’. I 
quickly learned that what I experienced as a teenager was 
not how this generation was facing life and faith. There 
were distinctive differences.
 In the ‘90s I was able to minister to students who were 
of ‘Generation Y’, more widely known as Millennials. And 
as I moved into the 21st century I’ve been blessed to work 
in a ministry these last 23 years that has bridged from 
reaching Millennials to ‘Gen Z’... and even now to the rising 
of ‘Alpha Generation’.
 As I recall the 
blessings I’ve had 
to engage each 
generation over the 
years, I’m also able 
to discern what I’m 
calling a ‘generational 
rhyme’ that, I believe, 
is present in the 
spiritual trajectory over the last several decades.
 My experience with ‘Busters’, who were deemed as 
the unwanted generation, reflected the state of broken 
families, many of whom were affected by the Roe v Wade 
ruling and no-fault divorce. They were latchkey kids 
and they embraced the anti-social grunge culture. This 
generation began a movement away from traditional 
church experiences.
 My ‘90’s youth group were Millennials… the ‘Me 
generation’. Schedules were loaded as parents made sure 
that the kids got to all the sports and activities that they 
were interested in. This often resulted in families being 
too busy to go to church. Tolerance and social awareness 
was expanding in our educational systems as spiritual 

skepticism grew regarding the institution of the church.
 Gen Z of the 2000’s’ moved deeper into spiritual 
skepticism and transitioned from tolerance to affirming 
and even celebrating diversity with regards to sexual 
identity among other things. Their engagement of tech 
was unprecedented as it nearly dictated how they were to 
engage in relationships and determine self worth. And in 
this generation we’ve witnessed even a greater migration 
away from church participation
 I’ve heard recently that history doesn’t necessarily 
repeat itself as it more often rhymes. I see a rhyming in 
each of these generations with regards to a degradation 
of identity, purpose and destiny in our kids. Satan has 
steadily progressed in his mission “to steal, kill, and 
destroy” each succeeding generation. And sadly, with 
each passing generation, we have witnessed a movement 
away from sound biblical teaching and deep discipleship 
engagement to a religion of attraction and appeasement.
 That is why First Priority has for 25 years had as its 
intention and focus to help students find the answers to 
the core philosophical and spiritual life questions found 
only in the Hope of Christ: “Who am I?”, “Why am I here?”, 
and “Where am I going?”.
 As you have partnered with our First Priority ministry 
team through prayer and patronage, we have been on 
mission to help students find: Their identity in Christ 
through salvation and spiritual maturity; Their purpose 
to live on mission to reach their friends on their Campus 
with a gospel; Their destiny is heaven as a member of the 
Church, the Bride of Christ. This is, I believe, the reason 
the ministry of First Priority has been so richly blessed by 
God these many years. Also why you, our ministry friends, 
continue to support us… trusting that we will hold fastly to 
this high and most needed calling. To support the church 
in a Biblical, spiritually countercultural revolution.
 Thank you for the role you are playing to reach today’s 
students. May God bless our efforts to help them find  
their true identity, purpose and destiny in Christ Jesus…  
‘to proclaim His power to another generation, His strength 
to all who are to come!’

THE RHYME AND REASON OF  

REACHING 
GENERATIONS 
by Fred Revell 

God, you have taught me from my youth, and I still proclaim your wondrous works. Even while I am old and gray, God, do not 
abandon me, while I proclaim your power to another generation, your strength to all who are to come. Psalm 71: 17-18, CSB

…with each passing 
generation, we have 
witnessed a movement 
away from sound biblical 
teaching and deep 
discipleship engagement 
to a religion of attraction 
and appeasement.
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THIS IS OUR WHY… 

Gabriella  
D r i f t w o o d  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  S t u d e n t

“I like First Priority because they teach 
you how to share the Gospel and it’s 
really fun to learn more about Christ.”

Sarah Abreu 
A p o l l o  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  
C l u b  M e n t o r

“This generation has been 
progressively increasing in 
their curiosity and hunger for 
the Lord! Teens are so hungry, 
eager, and excited to live a life 
devoted to Jesus and more 
likely to share their faith than 
before! It’s been such an hon-
or to see the little ones step in 
and answer the call of God in 
their lives on their campuses. 
It is so humbling and encour-
aging for the body of Christ. ”

Grant 
J e f f e r s o n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  S t u d e n t  

“No one ever became a great soccer or 
baseball player by just practicing 30 minutes 
a week. In the same way, we can’t expect to 
have a deep relationship with God if we only 
spend 30 minutes a week with Him. Take your 
next step and get plugged into a youth group. 
Take your next step with God.”

Sarah Call 
B o c a  R at o n  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  Fa c u lt y  S p o n s o r

“First Priority is my favorite lunch of the whole week! Being 
able to invest in the kids beyond the classroom, bonding 
with them, having the campus mentors and youth pastors 
helps not only them but me as well.  I am often given a 
spiritual and emotional boost from their presence, listen-
ing to students pray, and continue to be inspired weekly.”

Kyle Lassen 
B r o wa r d  C o u n t y  A r e a  A d v i s o r

“Partnering with the local church is crucial for First Priority. Our goal is to introduce 
students to the gospel and when a student comes to the club and makes a decision to 
follow Christ, it is so important to get them plugged into a local Church. This is where 
they can be discipled and become lifelong Jesus followers. They can take up leadership 
roles in their First Priority Club and learn in that role, but the local church is God’s “Plan 
A” for working in the world and our love for the local church cannot be overstated.”

Jay Becker 
S t o r m  G r o v e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  C l u b  M e n t o r

“What I love about First Priority is that it is fun and relational. 
On campus we are on their turf but it makes for a smooth 
transition and invitation to our youth ministry. Once students 
are plugged into a club, they get invited to our church and 
eventually we have more families coming and learning about 
Christ. First Priority makes a way for not only students but for 
whole families to come to Christ.”
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Game Day is a FREE, fast-paced, sixty-minute, 
faith-based club that meets once a week with 
outdoor fun and Bible based lessons on critical 

character values. Our goal is to create a fun, safe, and 
enriching environment for students from 3rd-5th grade. 
We are focused on elementary students because studies 
show that nearly 85% of people that make decisions for 
Christ, do so between the ages of 4 to 14! To reach the 
lost in this age group via a campus club, we need a YES 
from a School Principal, a YES from a willing Teacher 
Sponsor and a YES from a church partner with volunteers 
that understand that there is a race to a child’s heart, and 
it is imperative that we get there first. 
 Last year we ended the school year with 42 clubs and 
over 1,400 students and over 600 students made decisions 
for Christ. We praise God for the  outstanding growth 
we have seen in Game Day in the first few months of the 
2023-2024 school year. By the end of November, we will 
have launched 47 clubs and have well over 1,600 students! 
God has continued to open doors and we are privileged to 
boldly walk through them in His wisdom and strength. 

 We are seeing parents truly excited to sign up their 
children. Here are some amazing facts that we give all 
glory to God for:

 � Our average club size is over 30!
 � At Challenger Elementary we saw over 60 students 
register within 24 hours of the invite going out! 

 � Our Northcrest Club started last year with 3 students. 
This year our club started with over 20 and now has 
48 students! 

 � In Silver Shores we have 16% of the student 
population at our Game Day club on Wednesday 
afternoons!

 � One of our newest schools, North Andrews Gardens, 
has over 80 students registered! 

 We couldn’t do any of this without our incredible 
church partners. While we have a thriving relationship 
with churches with thousands of members, we have 
seen God do amazing things with small and medium 
sized churches as well! Some of our biggest clubs are 
with church partners that have less than 300 people in 

by Lissette Telemaco, Game Day Director
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attendance each week. 
Game Day is blessed 

to have a wonderful 
partnership with Daybreak 

Assembly in Tamarac. They 
currently have 2 Game Day clubs and 1 Epic middle 
school club! They are at Tamarac Elementary and North 
Broward Academy of Excellence. Both of those Game 
Day clubs have over 60 students each! They have an 
outstanding team of 16 volunteers that faithfully serve 
on Thursdays and Fridays led by Pastor Alan and Pastor 
Michelle Alexander. When they first connected with us 
they said they had been praying for a way to partner with 
local schools in their community and when they heard 
about Game Day, they knew God was opening the door!
 Game Day is really a wonderful outreach opportunity 
that, thanks to generous financial partners, is free to the 
school, church and students. It is designed to be “plug 
and play”: simple for church leaders to implement in their 
local schools and reach unchurched students. We know 
from our registrations that only 47% of our students attend 
church on a regular basis, while 24% don’t attend at all. 
We are thankful that this year, 81 families have specifically 
stated they are looking for a church and our club leaders 
can personally invite them to church. When parents 
register their students, they are provided with an invitation 
and direct link to the partner church’s website. Club leaders 
are encouraged to bring invite cards to their clubs to 
personally invite the students to special events. We have 
seen students coming out to these wonderful ”outreach” 
events because they received an invite at Game Day! 
 We would love to see even more church partners take 
hold of the vision and join us! This truly is an unbelievable 

opportunity to go into public schools and bring the Gospel 
to students who might otherwise never step over the 
threshold of a church. As someone once said, “When 
you have the opportunity of a lifetime, you have to take 
advantage of it during the lifetime of the opportunity”. We 
know we are living in the last days, and our time is running 
short to reach as many as possible with the love and light 
of Jesus. If you are looking to make an eternal impact in 
the lives of students and their families in your local public 
school, please get in touch with us and we will get you 
involved. Don’t stay on the sidelines, get in the game!
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We train and equip the students in our 
Clubs by providing them with curriculum 
which run in four week cycles. We call it 
the EPIC strategy.

 � Equip students with the lessons and 
tools to share and live out the Gospel.

 � Prepare students’ hearts and Clubs to 
invite friends to hear about Jesus.

 � Invite friends and students on cam-
pus to hear the Gospel message.

 � Connect students to each other and 
to local Churches.

INDIAN RIVER/SPACE COAST: 31 

TREASURE COAST:16
PALM BEACH: 35

BROWARD: 83
MIAMI-DADE:78
REMOTE REGION:1 

(Immokeelee, Florida)

Numbers above reflect total number of active clubs.
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This marks my 8th year as the Miami-Dade Director 
and I have been blessed to see God move in 
so many ways in our area. Over the course of 8 

years, we have seen club numbers, staff, and church 
partnerships grow in leaps and bounds. Although we 
are growing and thriving in that area, one aspect of 
our ministry that we have struggled with was gaining 
grassroots financial support to fund the ministry in Miami.
 In 2022, when Chris proposed moving the Annual 
Auction Fundraiser to Miami, I was a little nervous, to say 
the least. I know God can do anything, but I also know the 
struggles and realities for events and fundraisers to move 
to the next level. So, in the spirit of excellence, we started 
planning and preparing earlier than we have in the past for 
the upcoming 2023 Auction. From the very beginning we 
knew this year would be different but we also knew God 
will show up in a miraculous way.
 First, God worked out an amazing location: the iconic 
Rusty Pelican. Next, he brought a great team together 
made up of staff members and volunteers that worked 
diligently to plan, gather items, and invite people to our 
auction. Our goals were modest being that this was the 

first time we did the auction in Miami, but God had other 
goals in mind. As we approached the weeks leading up 
to the auction it was clear we would have a solid amount 
of good quality items so we shifted gears and focused on 
getting more people to attend our event. With just a week 
to go, we found ourselves oversold! But, we made sure 
everyone who wanted to be there, was there.
 The night of the auction came, and it was an amazing 
night! From the beautiful space to the mood-setting 
student jazz band, to inspiring student leader testimonies, 
and of course the amazing generosity. By the end of 
the night, we had exceeded our goal and raised almost 
$120,000 to reach students with the Hope of Christ. I 
know we have a lot more work to do in Miami to raise 
grassroots support but this was a huge leap forward.
 Throughout this entire process, I have been so 
encouraged by the overwhelming support given by so 
many people to make the night special. After the night 
ended, I was just in awe of all God had done. I really want 
everyone to know that God is doing something special 
in Miami-Dade and I am so glad that many were able to 
experience that firsthand at this year’s Auction.  

TRUSTING GOD 
IN THE

 UNKNOWN 
 by Mike Gault, Miami-Dade Regional Director

MIAMI-DADE
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As the summer came to an end, First Priority 
started gearing up for all of our August club 
launches. By late July we had most of our Broward 

volunteers trained and ready to conquer the new school 
year! We were on track for a strong start when it seemed 
our efforts were stopped short upon receiving news of a 
new policy in place in Broward County; the State of Florida 
issued permission slips for every public school that require 
a parent’s signature for students to attend any clubs or 
extracurricular activities on campus. The optics of getting 
every student to complete and hand in a form prior to 
attending club seemed a challenge, BUT one that has 
made our clubs be more intentional in prayer and in inviting 
others to club. Through God’s faithfulness, students are 
rolling with the punches and clubs are thriving!
 Of the 80 clubs running in Broward, our most powerful 
wins are the recent club launch at Pine Crest School and 
the seasoned club at Taravella High School. We have been 
working diligently over the last 25 years to launch a First 

Priority club on the campus of Pine Crest School and God 
finally made a way! A student on campus worked through 
the process with the school administration and Pine Crest 
ended up having 26 students at their first club meeting! 
Also, highlighting the impact of student leaders is the club 
at Taravella High School. This club is completely student 
led! While a teacher and mentor are present, the students 
lead each other through prayer and a lesson. It’s amazing to 
see these clubs experience God’s favor as their clubs grow.
 Despite various setbacks this year our clubs are 
determined to meet every week to share the Gospel, but 
there are still many more clubs just waiting to get started. 
They just need you! How can you make a difference? 
While the goal is to have every club be completely student 
led, the First Priority process requires a Godly mentor to 
be present at every club. We would love to partner with 
you and with your church to make sure every student 
hears the Gospel message and has the opportunity to 
grow within a church family.  

ADAPTING AND 

OVERCOMING 
by Luke Still, Broward Regional Director

BROWARD
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There is a deep spiritual hunger amongst 
students this school year. With all of the 
despair, pain, and confusion that they are 

experiencing in life, it is easy to observe that 
students have a desire for something real. God 
is moving in a tangible way and has raised up an 
army of student leaders on campus in Palm Beach 
County this year. There is so much to celebrate!

 � At West Boca High School, there has 
consistently been 85 or more students at club 
every week

 � Three students from Renaissance Charter at 
Summit have gone to a church service for the 
first time in their lives

 � In the first year of this school’s existence Garcia 
High School has a thriving First Priority club 
during both lunches.

 In addition to our awesome student leaders, 
we are thankful for our faculty sponsors. Teachers’ 
jobs have never been more difficult; with added 
responsibilities, larger classes, and less support, 
teachers are experiencing stress at work. That’s 
why we are so grateful for our First Priority faculty 
sponsors that sacrifice their personal time to go 
above and beyond what is required of them. Their 
choice to step up as the sponsor is what legally 
allows students to even have a First Priority club. 
 When a faculty sponsor like Sarah Call comes 
along and has a sustained impact on her campus, it 
is a huge deal! Sarah has faithfully been a teacher 
sponsor for 15 years and has so many God stories 
to share on how First Priority has impacted the lives 
of many students. She shared this one with me: “I 
had a student in high school who had a troubled middle 
school experience, started coming to First Priority, ended up 
being a leader of the club and brought others to Christ using 
his talent of spoken word! He then came on staff at Christ 
Fellowship Boynton, is shining bright in the community with 
youth and pastoral services, and now has a podcast.”
 Sarah is a great example to the students at Boca 
Raton High School and believes that every school should 
have a First Priority club. She shares, “Sometimes you 
are the only Jesus someone meets, having a First Priority 
club on campus shows students there is hope, there 

is love, and they do 
matter. With so many 
influences, substances, 
peer pressure, and 
problems racing for the 
attention of our youth, 
it is important to be a 
part of the race toward their heart!” 
 We simply could not do what we do without Sarah, and 
the almost 300 faculty members like her that serve as First 
Priority club faculty sponsors on their school campus.

FACULTY SPONSORS:  

WE COULDN’T DO IT 
WITHOUT YOU 

…we are so grateful for 
our First Priority faculty 
sponsors that sacrifice 
their personal time to go 
above and beyond what 
is required of them.

PALM BEACH

by Josh Lane, Palm Beach Regional Director
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 Here are a couple of quick stories to help you see how 
students are leading their Clubs:

At Clark Advanced learning Center 
in Stuart, the student leaders 
wanted a way to highlight the 
churches and student ministries 
of the members of their clubs. 
They created a Google form for 
students to fill out and a QR 

code that leads students to the form. When the time comes 
to discuss the importance of being part of a local church, the 
leaders can look at the form and share the information with 
students who do not have a church home.

At Jensen Beach High, students 
took our evangelism tool, The 
Four, and created a large poster 
to be able to show to the entire 
club. They use the different 
symbols on the poster to tell 
the story of the gospel and 
how we can have a relationship 
with Christ. This gave them an 
incredible visual tool for their meetings to be able to learn 
how to share the gospel with their friends.

 When adults hear of how the students are leading their 
clubs, they are always amazed. At First Priority, we not only 
have a heart to reach the next generation, but we have a heart 
to equip and prepare them to reach their generation. Student 
leadership is one of the best ways we know for students to 
learn to be fully devoted followers of Christ.

OUR  
STUDENT 

LEADERS  

ARE
 OUTSTANDING! 

 by John Harvey, Treasure Coast Regional Director

God is doing amazing things in First Priority 
clubs all along the Treasure Coast. We are 
currently on 18 school campus in Martin, 

St. Lucie, and Okeechobee counties. One of the key 
components in making an impact on our campus 
clubs is outstanding student leadership.
 Student leadership is not only a First Priority 
core value, but it is also a legal obligation we have 
in clubs on campus. All First Priority clubs are 
designed to be student initiated and student led. 
This allows us to work closely with students to help 
them be prepared, organized, and focused in leading 
their First Priority club. When some people hear that 
our clubs are student led, they are a bit nervous of 
what that may look like on a campus. How effective 
can students be at leading a club? Will other 
students listen and focus when a peer is leading? 
Can you trust a teenager to share the gospel to other 
teenagers?
 Here are some things we know from our 
experience with student leadership:

1. Students are the most effective people to share 
with other students. When a person of a similar 
age and life experience shares the gospel, there 
is a 60% greater chance that the person listening 
will make a definitive response.

2. When students are guided and mentored to 
lead, they are full of passion and zeal that will 
overcome some insecurities they may have.

3. Students are incredibly creative and resilient 
when sharing their faith.

TREASURE COAST



15
  

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
3

In just 2 ½ years, Indian River County and the 
Space Coast have grown from just 3 clubs in 
Sebastian to 39 First Priority Clubs!

Here’s the latest on our club activities:

INDIAN RIVER
 � Currently: 9 out of the 10 Middle and 
High Schools in Indian River County 
have a First Priority Club.

 � By the end of the school year: We are 
projecting to be in every Middle and 
High School in the County. That is 10 
out of 10 clubs.

SPACE COAST
 � Currently: 29 out of the 39 Middle and 
High Schools on the Space Coast have 
a First Priority Club.

 � By the end of the school year: We are 
projecting to have a First Priority Club 
in 35 out of 39 Middle and High Schools 
on the Space Coast.

How did we get here?
Prayer, Church Partnership, and Youth Leader 
Networks!

 � Our prayer newsletter has grown to several 
hundred.

 � We have 36 strategic church partnerships!
 � We have expanded our Youth Pastor/
Leader Networks from 4 to 6 locations.

Expanding from 4 monthly area meetings 
to 6 has allowed us to connect with 12-15 
additional youth leaders every month. Our 
outreach is to about 60+ Youth Leaders. 
Each meeting has 3 key elements:

 � God Stories: We begin by sharing inspiring 
stories from the campuses, celebrating the 
work that God has accomplished within 
our clubs. These stories are a source of 
encouragement and strength for each 
leader.

 � Youth Ministry Topics: Each month, 
we delve into a specific youth ministry 
topic to bolster the local church youth 
group. Last month, we explored “1-on-1 
Evangelism,” providing insights into sharing 
the message of Jesus on a personal level, 
particularly on a Wednesday night.

 � Prayer: We conclude our gatherings with a 
time of prayer for one another.

 Each of these segments is thoughtfully 
allotted 20 minutes, making the most of our 
lunchtime meetings. This not only fosters unity 
among our club mentors but also allows me 
the opportunity to distribute essential club 
supplies and resources, ensuring that our clubs 
have what they need to thrive.
 I am so excited to be part of First Priority 
in Indian River and the Space Coast! Together, 
Jesus is being boldly proclaimed on campus, 
and the future looks incredibly promising.

A PROMISING 
FUTURE

by Joe Maldonado, Indian River/Space Coast  
Regional Director

INDIAN RIVER/SPACE COAST
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FROM STATISTICS  
TO SALVATIONS
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85%
of people who make a decision for Jesus Christ, do so between the ages of 4-14

90%
of all public school students do not have a relationship with Jesus

According to the Center for Bible Engagement, the life of someone who engages scripture  
4 or more times a week looks radically different from the life of someone who does not. In fact,  
the lives of Christians who do not engage the Bible most days of the week are statistically the  

same as the lives of non-believers.

Someone who engages the Bible 4 or more times a week is:

228%
more likely to share faith with others

407%
more likely to memorize scripture

30%
less likely to struggle with loneliness

In the 2023-2024 school year we have seen over  

1,000 students give their life to Christ.



17
  

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
3

GIVE HOPE

O n l i n e  G i v i n gM a i l P h o n e

5120 N. Federal Hwy,  
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

www.firstpriority.cc/give Call the FP office  
at 954-315-2222

WAYS TO GIVE 



GOD
STORIES

According to Barna Research, 90% of students in public schools don’t know Christ. But, over the last 
25 years, we have seen the move of God in public school all across South Florida. One of our core 
values at First Priority is that our EPIC clubs are student led. Jeremy Reyes, a student leader at South 
Dade Senior High, has taken ownership of his faith and the First Priority club on his campus. We sat 
down with Jeremy to see how First Priority has influenced  his relationship with Christ inside and 
outside of school.
 
How did you hear about First Priority?

“The Youth Pastor at my church, El Buen Samaritano, knows Mike the Miami Director for First Priority. Mike 
was leading the club on campus and my youth pastor suggested that I attend. I went to a club meeting and 
loved it! I’ve been attending the club for 3 years and this is my first year being a student leader.”

What’s the best part about your First Priority club meetings?

“It brings me joy learning about the Gospel and sharing the Gospel with students at my school and I really 
enjoy building connections with other students.”

Beyond the Classroom:

As our interview progressed, Jeremy opened up about the realities of being a student leader with 
First Priority and how it has helped him be more intentional in his walk with Christ: “even when I 
don’t want to pray, I pray. And I read my Word because I know First Priority is coming up.” He shares the 
importance of leading by example because students in the club are looking up to him for leadership 
and guidance. Developing student leaders in our EPIC clubs is essential to the framework of First 
Priority, not only for legal purposes but, this generation proves time and time again that they are no 
longer the church of the future, they are the church of today. In this season of his walk with Christ 
and leading in First Priority, the Lord has been teaching Jeremy spiritual and relational discipline. 

“We can’t only seek Jesus on Tuesday’s… it doesn’t bear fruit.”

 JEREMY Student Leader  

LEADING BY 
 EXAMPLE
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“A FULL CIRCLE 
MOMENT”
ANDREW GOTTFRIED  
Former Palm Beach Game Day Director

How do you measure success in ministry? Is it by the number of salvations? Attendance 
on a Sunday? How can we measure the supernatural? And why would we? Nonetheless, we 
see time and time again that society measures success linearly. Moving forward is progress 
and with time, progress is success. But, there are many full circle moments in ministry that 
proves success isn’t linear, rather, it is being in position where God needs you to be. 

Andrew Gottfried, our former Director of Community Engagement, shares his introduction to 
First Priority and how this ministry has made a lasting impact on his life. 

When did you first hear about First Priority? I heard about First Priority when I was a 6th 
grade student at Coral Springs Middle School. The first week I attended club was invite 
week and I came for the free donut. One of the special aspects of that day was Chris Lane 
happened to be the guest speaker. 

What impact has FP made on your relationship with Christ? First Priority gave me the 
opportunity to connect with like-minded believers at my public middle school. Coming from 
a Christian elementary school, I was having a difficult time finding a friend group in which I 
felt comfortable. Not only did First Priority lead me to that solid friend group I was seeking, 
it also gave me a clear path to invite others to learn about and experience the relationship 
with Jesus that I had. 

How would you explain your “full circle moment” with FP? It has been a blessing to serve on 
the Game Day team within First Priority, but everything came full circle when I had the honor 
to join at the Invite week at Coral Springs Middle. The Youth Pastor who was supposed to 
be present for the Club could not make it, so 14 years after being a student at the CSMS 
First Priority Club, I had the blessing of leading Club that day and witnessing three middle 
school students give their lives to Christ that day!

Describe your involvement with Game Day? I get to serve as the Palm Beach County Game 
Day Director and help fill in any gaps that may be needed in other aspects. Game Day has 
opened my eyes even wider to the depth of care and passion that 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 
students possess. It has blown my mind to hear stories of students in Game Day Club 
teaching their parents and relatives about the Good News of Jesus. Where else do you hear 
about 8-10 year olds being equipped to serve as the spiritual leaders of their family?! They 
are lighthouses within their families, in their schools, and throughout their community.
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THANK YOU 
TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS
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M A R K  1 6 : 1 5  E S V 

AND HE SAID TO THEM,  

“GO INTO ALL THE WORLD 

AND PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO THE WHOLE CREATION.”
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M I A M I :

Mike Gault
Miami Regional Director

M I A M I :

Dwayne Eslick
Miami Ministries Director

T R E A S U R E  C O A S T :

John Harvey
Regional Director

S P A C E  C O A S T :

Nate Wilkerson
FP Game Day Director

B R O W A R D :

Luke Still
Regional Director

S P A C E  C O A S T :

Joe Maldonado
Regional Director

T R E A S U R E  C O A S T :

Heather Kilbreth
FP Game Day Director

P A L M  B E A C H :

Josh Lane
Regional Director

Chris Lane
Executive Director

Lissette Telemaco
Game Day Director

Fred Revell
Associate Director

Lannys BienAime
Director of Marketing and Communications

Christy Keilen
Office Manager/Events Coordinator

Our 
Team

B A S E  T E A M :

R E G I O N A L  D I R E C T O R S :

Debbie Torres
Game Day Administrative
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